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The Contemporary Dayton Presents  

Teresa Olavarria: Lichen​
Our Next Member’s Spotlight Exhibition 

May 6-30, 2026 
 

DAYTON (May 4, 2026) – The Contemporary Dayton is pleased to present Teresa Olavarria: Lichen, featuring new 

work by Dayton-based artist Teresa Olavarria and presented as our May Member Spotlight Exhibition that 

celebrates the vibrant creativity of our local and regional artist community. The exhibition opens Wednesday, 

May 6 with a public reception from 6–8 PM. 

Working in vitreous enamel on copper and patinated cast bronze, Olavarria translates the ephemeral qualities of 

lichen into enduring materials. Her meticulous processes include layering and firing glass onto metal, and casting 

bronze from wax models, resulting in richly textured forms that echo the organic structures found in nature. 

Through this transformation, fragile organisms are preserved in metal, becoming both study and tribute. 

“The works in Teresa Olavarria: Lichen invites viewers to reconsider what they see and what they overlook,” says 

Heather Jones,  Curator and Director of Programs and Engagement at The Contemporary Dayton. “It’s about 

slowing down, looking closely, and recognizing the complexity and interconnectedness of the natural world.” 

Olavarria lives and works in Dayton, Ohio. A graduate of the University of Dayton’s Fine Arts program, her 

practice is informed by close observation, scientific curiosity, and a deep appreciation for nature. Olavarria has 

taught extensively throughout the region and is affiliated with numerous arts organizations, including The 

Contemporary Dayton. 

All artworks in the exhibition are available for purchase, with proceeds supporting both the artist and The 

Contemporary Dayton’s mission to connect artists and audiences through accessible, engaging contemporary art 

experiences. 

Open to all current artist members, the Member Spotlight Exhibitions are an ongoing series that offers 

participants the unique opportunity to present a focused body of work in a solo exhibition at The Contemporary 

Dayton. Each exhibition is installed in The T. Chase Hale & Jonathan A. Hale Gallery and remains on view for one 

month, opening with a public reception on the first Wednesday and continuing through the last Saturday of the 

month. These exhibitions not only highlight the diverse practices and perspectives of our members but also 

provide a professional platform for artists to gain visibility and engage directly with audiences. Participation in 

the Member Spotlight series is one of the many valuable benefits of being an artist member of The 

Contemporary Dayton.  
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PUBLIC PROGRAMS & EVENTS / ALL PROGRAMS TAKE PLACE AT THE CONTEMPORARY DAYTON / FREE & OPEN 

TO ALL 

Opening Reception​
Wednesday, May 6, 2026 6–8 pm​
Free and open to all 

Closing Reception​
Saturday, May 30, 2026, 4-6 pm​
​
SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR 2025-2026 OPERATING SUPPORT DONORS​
The Wiletha McGuire Family, The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, Culture Works, The Dayton 

Foundation, The Montgomery County Arts & Cultural District, The National Endowment for the Arts, The Ohio 

Arts Council, The Virginia W. Kettering Foundation, and our Members.  

GALLERY & CoSHOP HOURS ​
Wednesday–Saturday 11 am–6 pm​
Closed Sunday-Tuesday​
ALWAYS FREE & OPEN TO ALL 

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

 

ABOUT THE CONTEMPORARY DAYTON 

Advancing art for the community and a community for artists since 1991. 

 

The Contemporary Dayton is the region’s contemporary art center. A 501(c)(3) nonprofit, The Contemporary 

Dayton produces and presents ART EXHIBITIONS, ARTIST TALKS, and PUBLIC ART by local, national, and global 

creatives and makers, and is ALWAYS FREE & OPEN TO ALL. As a non-collecting art center, The Contemporary 

Dayton is one of 45 non-collecting art centers and museums across North America that specialize in presenting 

modern and contemporary art.  
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