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“As a young
child, you have
a lot of creativ-
ity. Imagination
is freer to flow
out of you. For
a while, I didn’t

Brandon access that side
Berry of me.”
Dayton
Americana

songwriter Georgia Evans, aka
Midwestern Mrs, started sing-
ing and playing guitar during
the pandemic.

She recalled hearing a quote
about creativity, something to
the extent of: make something;
you don’t have to share it with
anyone.

That sentiment gave Evans
agency to start writing songs.
Influenced by John Prine and
John Hartford, she started to
do just that.

She had been playing vio-
lin in orchestras and chambers
since she was 10, but it wasn’t
until a family cookout around
2021 that Evans performed an
original song on guitar, alone,
in front of a crowd. There, she
played “Canary,” a love story/
tragedy about a wanderlust
couple and a coal mine col-
lapse.

Despite only having played
guitar for a short while, the
response garnered Evans
encouragement to keep writ-
ing — to make something — and
to continue sharing her voice.

This year, Evans, a stay-at-
home mom, submitted a video
performance of her song “Stay
Afloat” to the Bluebird Golden
Pick Contest, a now-monthly
contest put on by Nashville’s
legendary venue, the Blue-
bird Cafe. The 90-cap listening
room has been a launchpad for
many notable artists, including
Taylor Swift and Garth Brooks.

In September, Georgia
Evans was crowned a Bluebird
Golden Pick Contest winner.

She was putting her kids to
bed when she got the notifica-
tion.

“I checked my phone, and
all of a sudden I was just so
excited,” she said. “I was
jumping up and down and yell-
ing. It was an instinctual reac-
tion. And then bedtime didn’t
happen for another two hours
because we were all just adren-
aline-spiked.”

As a result of September’s
contest, Evans won a Taylor
American Dream guitar, a trip
to the Taylor Guitars show-
room in Nashville and tickets
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to a Bluebird Cafe show. Evans
also had the chance to perform
two original songs at Bluebird’s
Open Mic Night on Sept. 16.

Musicians from all over the
world — from California and
Arizona to Canada and Ire-
land — played that night. Evans
opened the show.

“I was nervous; they have
pictures of people that have
been there, songwriters that
mean a lot to lots of different
people,” Evans said. “When
I got up on stage, I was really
trying to hold it together. All
the emotions were just flowing
through me.”

“Stay Afloat” is an explora-
tion of Evans’ struggles navi-
gating parenthood and mental
health. While performing her
contest-winning song, sniffles
and other visceral responses
permeated the crowd, particu-
larly at a table to her left. She
made a point not to make eye
contact, and to just keep play-
ing.

Writing “Stay Afloat” was
cathartic for Evans, too. It
allowed her to explore the pres-
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the concrete. And I'm changing
them all the time.”

One day while removing gloves
he made the connection to the
emergency room. With the extra
concrete, he filled his gloves.

“They were just this human
presence for me that interacts
with the work.”

As for glass, it acts in this show
like a man-made thorn that keeps
you on your toes. “Last Arrange-
ment” presents a large glass
shard sticking out of the side
of an acrylic vitrine. Inside the
case are the words, “We shall be
parted forever”. The piece does
seem to suggest, don’t get close.
(Sage advice if you should bring
a child to this show.)

As a tribute to his mother,
the exhibit is not especially
warm and fuzzy. The photo-
graphs are literally untouch-
able; mounted as they are to
cut glass, they would cut you if
you tried. This “emotion of vio-
lence”, says Mann, is inherent
to working with glass.

“Penance” depicts photo-
graphs of Al-generated hands
in various skin tones and phases
of life, all holding Catholic rosary
prayer beads. The photos are
inkjet prints mounted to sharp-
edged glass that roughly corre-
spond to the shapes of the hands.
The materiality seems to sug-
gest that these are not hands
to hold. Rather, they may be a
critique of the religion to which
they refer: handle with care.

The rosary was the artist’s
mother’s favorite element of
Catholic ritual.

“For her I think it was that
there was a female figure there
with power, but for me, the
rosary was about punishment.”

Speaking of thorns, we see
nature’s armor echoed over in
The Co’s Gallery B with Sean
Wilkinson’s exhibit, “Flora.”
Wilkinson, a former profes-
sor of Mann, has on display a
series of tidy inkjet prints depict-
ing close-up shots of branches
throughout the seasons.

The hues of the plants evolve
from celadon green to gray to
umber, moving forward through
time subtly like the hands of a
clock. Wilkinson’s photo series
encircles us, reflecting the hope-
fulness that comes with the
changes of season, from buds
to leafing out to bare thorns,
and back again.

The collection of images
reminds this writer of a recent
passage from “Poor Will’s
Almanak” by local naturalist
Bill Felker: “Little by little, the
leaves are coming down, and
they’re covering summer when
they do that. You’ll be measur-
ing, as well as anyone, the turn
of the earth.”

It’ll be warm again before we
know it.

Stop by Dayton’s contempo-
rary art center through Dec. 21
to ponder materials, mortality
and seasonal timekeeping.

Contact this contributing writer
at hannah.kasper@gmail.com.

sures put in place by the socie-
tal expectations of parenthood,
and the strength it takes to hold
your head above water — to
stay afloat — especially when
others are relying on you.

“I wrote it to let myself feel
those feelings, just to say I
can’t fix this necessarily but
I can talk about it and I can
share it with my children,”
Evans said. “To say if they ever
feel those feelings of guilt, fail-
ure, that it’s okay to feel them.
And maybe by talking about
them, we give them less power
over us.”

The second half of the cho-
rus — “You do your best to
swim / But your arms are busy
carrying all of them” — cap-
tures what it’s like to be over-
whelmed. And even if relating
to the song through the lens
of parenthood isn’t entirely
universal, carrying emotional
weight is; some of us are just
trying not to sink.

As a follow-up to her
2023 self-titled debut, Evans
released “Stay Afloat” on Oct.
4. Like her previous record,

the single is both self-pro-
duced and self-released. But
the organic, stripped-down
recording — with vocals and an
acoustic guitar at the forefront
— showcases Evans’ raw and
honest lyrics in a way that a
shinier production might have
overshadowed.

Through her pseudonym
Midwestern Mrs, Georgia
Evans fuses the life of a mother
with that of a musician, explor-
ing the nuances of everyday
experiences with the broader
world around her via Ameri-
cana.

She says the most meaning-
ful thing about music is con-
necting with others. But maybe
it’s also about making some-
thing, regardless if it’s shared
with anyone. Although, if you
do, like Evans did, there’s a
chance you could have the
incredible opportunity to play
where greats have gotten their
starts.

Contact this contributing music
writer at branberryl00@gmail.
com.

TESTYOUR
KNOWLEDGE

In the
news: a
current
events
quiz

How well do you keep up
with the world around you?
Take this week’s quiz to test
your knowledge of recent
national and world events.

1. Which country faced a
nationwide blackout twice
recently, caused by its aging
power plants?

A. Cuba

B. Peru

C. Haiti

D. Costa Rica

2. Which state has a 25-year-
old running for state Sen-
ate, making him the young-
est in more than 30 years
if elected?

A. Ohio

B. Alabama

C. Georgia

D. Florida

3. Tragedy struck at a cul-
tural day on Sapelo Island
when a dock gangway col-
lapsed, killing seven peo-
ple. Sapelo is a historic com-
munity significant to what
group of people?

A. Refugees from the Mid-
dle East

B. Descendants of former
slaves

C. Descendants of people
who fled communism in Cuba

D. People who opposed the
U.S. government

4. Liam Payne died at 31
after falling from a third-
floor balcony at a hotel in
Buenos Aires. What famous
boy band was Payne a mem-
ber of before its dissolu-
tion in 2015?

A. The Wanted

B. BTS

C. Big Time Rush

D. One Direction

5. A historic drought is
affecting which important
river that supports around
30 million people across
eight countries?

A. The Nile River

B. The Amazon River

C. The Yangtze River

D. The Yellow River

SOURCE: www.nieonline.
com/ohio

ANSWERS
1.A
2.C
3.B
4.D
5.B

GOODPOINT

Grandparent book club? Of course

Meeting oth-
ers who share
the delight-
ful world of
grandparent-
hood fuels an
unspoken lan-

AnneMarie  guage of bliss.
Romer I’m sure other
grandparents

join me when
I say grandchildren are simply
our favorite people.

Cultivating a relation-
ship with each grandchild is
important.

I realize, however, for those
whose grandchildren live far
away, easy access to simple
delights is far more challeng-
ing. Distance can be hard on
the grandparent heart. After-
school trips to the ice cream
store, random sleepovers, or
shopping outings depend on
committed travel plans.

Recently, I began a fun
“remote” activity with my
grandson, which may be an
ideal offering for those who
live far from your grandkids.
My 8-year-old grandson, Dan-
iel, and I started a book club.

Many years ago, when my
son (Daniel’s dad) was learn-
ing how to read, author J.K.
Rowling’s “Harry Potter”
books were hot. My older kids
couldn’t get enough of the
world of wizardry. Curious
about the world of Harry, my

son and I snuggled together
at bedtime and read aloud as
spells and magic came alive.
Not only that, but I felt like I
was sharing my passion for
reading with my child.

For me, when ranking
parental legacy lessons, read-
ing together is way up there.

Call me nostalgic, but I
wanted to recreate the magic
of reading I experienced
with my grandson. Hence, I
ordered two copies of Rowl-
ing’s first book, “Harry Potter

and the Sorcerer’s Stone.” One

for me, and one for Daniel.
Every evening around 8 I get a
FaceTime call from him. Both
of us open our books where
we left off, and we take turns.
A few lines read by Daniel, a
few lines read by me.

We often interrupt with
personal commentaries
when characters are funny
or crazy or when clarifica-
tion is needed. We usually get
through 3 or 4 pages a night,
but our page progress doesn’t

matter because we are becom-

ing champions of Harry.
Although we’re only on Chap-
ter 4, I already love the tradi-
tion we are creating.

My favorite is when Dan-
iel startles with an “ahah”
moment of clarity in how the
plot is thickening or charac-
ters are coming alive. “Wait,
Nona!” he’ll say as he pops up

to make clear the connection
of the story. I love being part
of his awakening to the won-

derful world of a really good

book.

As an aside, the other night
as Daniel and I finished our
reading session, I could see
his little sister, Eileen, peer-
ing through the bedroom door.
“Eileen,” I asked, picking up on
her desire to be part of the fun.
“How about if you and I read
together for a bit.” Her big smile
let me know she was all in.
Next thing you know, she was
sitting on her bed as we read
the children’s book, “Are You
My Mother,” by P.D. Eastman.
Pretty soon, I envision having to
make a spread sheet for reading
times with Nona.

Reading with a child is such
a simple undertaking, but the
benefits are rich and everlast-
ing. As my son and I will never
forget our discovery of the
world of “Harry Potter,” I hope
my grandson will now always
equate getting to know Harry
with Nona time. The best news
is all I have to do is answer the
phone and have my bookmark
in place.

Anne Marie Romer livesin
Centerville andis author of the
book“Just Give Me the Road”

Follow her onInstagram @
romerannemarie. Her email address
is Romeranne319@gmail.com.



