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Historic log home sits on more
than 20 acres in Englewood

INSIDE HOMESPLUS: Originally built
in1919, the home has many updates,
redwood siding and 5 bedrooms. C1
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Curtis Mann uses images of his family in his current exhibit, “Precious Blood,” at The Co. They include
close-up shots of eyes: his wife’s, his children’s and his own. CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
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“What I remember is that
Sean was so incredibly knowl-
edgeable about the subject
in deep and authentic ways,”
says Mann now. “I gravitated
toward him because he was so
calm and I found his feelings
about photography beautiful.”

Wilkinson remembers his
former student as a marvel.

Sean Wilkinson hopes his photographs will provide tranquility and
grace tothose who view them. Pictured: Sean Wilkinson, “Flora,
Part Three #10,” courtesy of the artist.

needed attention, like a cam-
era that was broken, Curtis
would quietly fix it.”

It was Wilkinson and other

he said. “He was such a bright
student, eager and ready to
learn and so enthused about
what he was doing in a low-

VISUAL ART

Artist wants you
to ponder materials,
mortality in exhibit

By Hannah Kasper Levinson
Contributing Writer

The theme of the 2024 Foto-
Focus Biennial is “Backstories,”
and in Curtis Mann’s exhibit,
“Precious Blood,” on view at
The Contemporary Dayton, one
is invited to muse on the signif-
icance of the materials he com-
bines with photography — con-
crete and glass.

Usually we associate concrete
with construction. A heavy mate-
rial with a sense of permanence,
its weight, density, and cold-
ness may not seem conducive to
emotive artwork. But in Mann’s
installation, concrete is used in
tandem with religious iconog-
raphy and deeply personal sub-
ject matter about his recently
departed mother.

What is the backstory of con-
crete, as a material? It has been
around since Roman times, but
its use gained new traction in
modern architecture and art.
Concrete was well loved by Le
Corbusier, Frank Lloyd Wright,
and Henry Moore. Cities were
rebuilt with concrete after World
War II, and it was in turn used to
construct memorials. British art-
ist Rachel Whiteread’s Judenplatz
Holocaust Memorial in Vienna,
for example, casts a library in
negative space, thereby lend-
ing dimensionality to the con-
cept of what is missing.

“Curtis was so caught up
in something new to him, he
was a real force of energy,”

key way. He was great with the
other students who respected
and admired him. If anything

UD professors who were

Moss continued on C3

MORE DETAILS

What: Curtis Mann’s
“Precious Blood”and Sean
Wilkinson’s “Flora”

When: Through Dec. 21
Where: The Contemporary
Dayton, 25 W.Fourth St.,
Dayton

Online: codayton.org

Symbolically, concrete can
represent transformation, as it
is created chemically by chang-
ing from powder to liquid to a
solid form.

Emotionally, there seems to
be a connection between the
permanence of concrete and
the way in which a photograph
freezes a moment in time even
after the subject is gone.

A distinct memory of Mann’s
mother passing from a heart
attack found its way into the con-
crete hands placed on the floor
of The Co. “They were trying to
save her, and they couldn’t,” he
reflects, and describes being
invited to see her right after.

On the floor of the hospital
room, he noticed latex gloves
that had been hastily tossed off
by the paramedics.

“AsIwas making the work, Iwas
wearing (gloves) while making

Curtis Mann continued on C2
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Curtis Mann, Last Arrangement, Inkjet print, Inkjet prints
mounted to glass, concrete, acrylic vitrine, 2024, dimensions

variable

Haunted HeART

By Hannah Kasper Levinson
Contributing Writer

Catty-corner to the abandoned
railroad track that cuts through
Dayton’s Historic Inner East stands
a cottage, its colorful contents
obscured by foliage. You have
to wonder what Dayton was like
in 1870, the year the house was
built, when freight trains bustled
so close to front porches. The
overgrown rails beg for urban
renewal — a bike path, a garden,
public art.

Creative vision is what Adair
Tudor brought with her when
she moved to the cottage in 2019.
Tudor came of age in Seattle’s DIY
community, living in collectives

“’-. sy .

— at one time in a former silent
movie theater with 30 other art-
ists and musicians. She knew
that she wanted to bring a col-
laborative sensibility to Dayton,

ADAY INTHELIFE

Anartopening
at OKO STUDIO,
whichrunsout
of Adair Tudor’s
Historic Inner
East cottage.
“A big part of
the OKO space
isthe backyard,
where | have
food pop-
upsand
performers.”

and transformed her home into
OKO STUDIO, an artist-run gal-
lery presenting seasonal art hap-
penings and small publications.

“OKO STUDIO is an evolv-

Shining a spotlight

On things to do around town

S producer’s home also community art space

MORE DETAILS

What: Haunted HeARTS, an art-infused Halloween Party Fundraiser

by OKO STUDIO
When: 8 p.m.-midnight Oct. 31

Where: The Rotunda at the Dayton Arcade, 35 W. 4th St., Dayton
Cost: $30 for the designated driver, $50 general admission (ages

21 andolder)

ADAY INTHELIFE
“ADay Inthe Life”is aroutine lifestyles feature of the Dayton Daily
News. Know of someone with a very unigue story to tell? Email
details to hannah.kasper@gmail.com.

ing project,” Tudor said. “It is
extremely DIY and communi-
ty-oriented. It was brought about
because I was like ‘Where are the
house shows? Where’s the exper-

Lifestyle reporter Russell Florence Jr. will keep you up
to date with local arts, music, theater and festival news
with his weekly Gem City Living email newseltter.

imental art?” And I was like, well,
I'll just do it. It aims to be a place
for creatives to come together and

Tudor continuedonC3
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